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Valorisation and regeneration
in the western Italian Alps

Edited by Cristian Dallere

This review of projects, selected from the provinces of Turin and Cuneo, represents
some interesting examples of wooden buildings that often interact with pre-existing
structures. In this sense, the use of wooden construction systems demonstrates
the remarkable flexibility of this material in relating to existing buildings. Different
approaches emerge: in the case of the former Casermette of Moncenisio, there are
new buildings inserted within the pre-existing structure, while in the subsequent ex-
amples, the new intervention operates through an adjacency to the existing build-
ings. These projects are part of operations aimed at enhancing local wood, virtu-
ously integrating into regenerative processes of the territory.

Antonio De Rossi

Laura Mascino

Matteo Tempestini

Edoardo Schiari

Maicol Guiguet

Davide Maria Giachino

Massimo Andreis Allamandola

Vladyslav Mazur

Claudia Zappia

Dario Castellino Doi: 10.30682/aa2412|



Opening picture
Lou Estela, Dario
Castellino architetto,
Moiola, Cuneo,

20217 (photo Fabio
Oggero).

Fig. 1
Internal view.
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Antonio De Rossi + Laura Mascino + Matteo Tempestini +
Edoardo Schiari + Maicol Guiguet (Coutan studio)

Le ex Casermette
di Moncenisio

Location:
Moncenisio, Torino, Italy

Chronology:
2020-2024

Project category:
Multifunctional

Photos:
Edoardo Schiari

A few years ago, the ecomuseum “Le Terre al Con-
fine” was born in the small town of Moncenisio.
This institution aims to enhance the role of pas-
sage played for thousands of years by the hill of
the same name. It also supports the careful conser-
vation and restoration policy of traditional local
Alpine architecture. As a result, they have opened
some small but precious accommodation facilities
that intercept tourist flows in transit from the hill.
However, what keeps a place like Moncenisio alive
1s, first of all, its community. In this sense, the local
administration has started revitalising the territory,
valorising its culture and creating spaces for com-
munity life, cultural production, and services for the
well-being of inhabitants and visitors with a view
to integration with existing structures and the sur-
rounding landscape.

Based on these intentions, laudable and not so fre-
quent to be found elsewhere, attention was focused
on some structures present in Moncenisio, the for-
mer Barracks of the Guardia di Finanza, aban-
doned for some time and now the protagonists of
a redevelopment project for tourism, cultural and
community welfare, which has transformed them
into a multi-purpose centre and residence for art-
ists as well as, as mentioned, the fulcrum of the so-
cio-cultural rebirth process for the local area.

The Moncenisio project is of great value in sever-
al respects. First, it is attractive for the architectur-
al language aware of local traditions and simulta-
neously a contemporary and innovative concept of
living in the mountains. Secondly, for the exclusive
use of local wood from Val di Susa, which repre-
sents a concrete commitment towards the circular
economy and the reuse of local resources, contrib-
uting to sustainable management of the territory

and paying great attention to sustainability, thanks
to the high-performance casings, biomass stoves
and photovoltaic panels that ensure energy inde-
pendence. All of this is achieved with the involve-
ment of local professionals and university expertise,
aiming to combine urban renewal, innovative tech-
nology and community participation. Through this
synergy and the peculiarities described, the Mon-
cenisio project becomes a driver of dynamic and
concrete rebirth for the entire local community. It
becomes an exemplary model that addresses so-
cio-economic, environmental and development
challenges specific to mountain regions.

Therefore, upon closer inspection, the ancient vil-
lage on the Via Francigena at the foot of Rocciam-
elone is no longer on the margins of the Alpine real-
ity. On the contrary, its margin is returning to being
the “centre” or fulcrum of that contemporary po-
litical-cultural vision and looking towards the fu-
ture which conceives the Alps no longer as territo-
ries endowed with mere ludic-recreational purposes
expressed in the models of mass tourism but them-
selves as a new centre, a new area of change and in-
novation suited to the present we are experiencing
and proactive concerning its many critical issues.
In 2024 the project won the international award “Ar-
chitettura Minima nelle Alpi” in the “Architettura
Minima per le Comunita” section. Also in the same
year, the project obtained one of the 23 green flags
assigned by Legambiente along the Italian Alps.

The text is a summary and translation of Luca Ro-
ta’s text entitled Moncenisio: storia di un prezioso esem-
pro di rivitalizzazione del territorio che offre idee e futuro alle
comunita alpine published in “L’Altramontagna” on

March 1st 2024.



Fig. 2
Cross section.

Fig. 3
Ground floor plan.

Fig. 4
External view from
South-East.

Fig. 5
General view from
North-West.




Fig. 1
Detail view of the
facade and roof.

Figs. 2-3
External view from
East.
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Davide Maria Giachino + Massimo Andreis Allamandola +
Vladyslav Mazur + Claudia Zappia

Alpeggio Prato
Rotondo

Location:
Garessio, Cuneo, Italy

Chronology:
2022-2023

Project category:
Production

Photos:
Davide Maria Giachino

The project of the mountain pasture-cheese dairy,
situated at the foot of Mount Mindino, fits into the
debate on the revitalization of activities related to ru-
ral and mountainous contexts, where increasingly
new buildings of pronounced architectural and cul-
tural value are emerging The Prato Rotondo pas-
ture, a modest public building, engages with the land-
scape and culture of the Maritime Alps described by
Marina Marengo: “[...] a frontier land, yesterday as
today, a bit ‘lopsided’ despite millennia of attempts at
normalization [...]” and by Paola Guglielmotti as a
“living membrane”. The extremely reduced budget

of the project, financed by the Rural Development
Program Reg. Piemonte, Measure 7.6, Improvement
of Mountain Hut Buildings, forced the work team to
engage in virtuosic exercises to cope with a two-year
period characterized by the disproportionate increase
in the costs of raw materials, particularly wood, the
protagonist of this micro-architecture realized off-site
almost entirely in chestnut wood, ensuring maximum
durability in a severe mountain context.

The project is part of an operation to restore digni-
ty to the image of the shepherd-dairyman, essential
today for the renewal of mountain living




87

o

Fig. 4
Ground floor plan.
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Fig. 1
Internal view of the
staircase.

Fig. 2
External view of
South elevation.

Fig. 3
Design sketch.

Fig. 4
Ground floor plan.

Figs. 5-6
Cross and
longitudinal sections.

Fig. 7
External view from
South-East.
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Dario Castellino
architetto

Buen Retiro

Location:
Roccasparvera, Cuneo, Italy

Chronology:
2023-2024

Project category:
Housing

Photos:
Dario Castellino

Buen Retiro is a refuge born from the desire to revive
a place that once served as the backdrop for peasant
life, while adapting it to evolving needs and initiating
a process of enhancing the small Alpine village. The
project involves the restoration and expansion of an
ancient stone building with small openings, which
was 1n a state of ruin, partially collapsed, and lacked
coverage above the portico. The extension features
a pointed structure supported by slender timber pil-
lars resting on an insulated reinforced concrete base.

Infills consist of nailed wooden boards containing
high-density insulating panels made from CalceLegno-
Canapa, a locally-sourced natural material that offers
high thermal performance and acoustic insulation in
line with environmental sustainability principles. In-
tegration into the natural surroundings is achieved
through the use of dark-colored frames and strips
covering the infilled portions of the facade and in-
ternal partitions, which are produced through a car-
bonation process applied to the raw material.







Fig. 1
External view from
South-West.

Fig. 2
General view from
North-West.

Fig. 3
Internal view of the
living room.

Fig. 4
Ground floor plan.

Fig. 5
Longitudinal section

Fig. 6
External view from
East.
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Dario Castellino
architetto

Lou Estela

Location:
Moiola, Cuneo, Italy

Chronology:
2021

Project category:
Housing

Photos:
Fabio Oggero

Lou Estela emerged from the necessity to preserve
and renovate a traditional chestnut dryer (meta-
to) left abandoned in a small village nestled at the
base of the Cuneo valleys, thereby safeguarding its
historical significance as a symbol and reinforcing
the identity of its surrounding locale. The original
structure, with its square plan, lacked the necessary
space to accommodate the essential amenities re-
quired for a private residence, which was the client’s
desired use. To address this limitation, a new struc-
ture crafted entirely from locally-sourced wood was
introduced for expansion. This reversible wood-

en frame construction harmonizes with the natu-
ral woodland setting and extends towards the Pied-
mont Alps. While the new architectural form does
not mimic the linear layout of the original dryer, it
embraces an organic and slender silhouette, orient-
ing towards the Alpine panorama and optimizing
solar exposure to the south. Contextual compati-
bility is achieved through meticulous material se-
lection aimed at promoting environmental sustain-
ability: native larch, sourced from a local sawmill,
renowned for its resilience against the challenging
weather conditions typical of mountain climates.

-







