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Technology and architectural
expression in France and
Slovenia

Edited by Cristian Dallere

The selected projects in French and Slovenian territory represent the high degree

of experimentation that manifests in these regions in the field of wooden construc-
tion. Starting with a redevelopment operation of a public space in Isere, the review
moves on to two school buildings that are very different in terms of composition
and scale of intervention; additionally, an interesting office building was selected,
followed by a residence that explicitly expresses the design and construction poten-
tial of cross-laminated timber. The review concludes with a school building in Slove-
nian territory that features an interesting wooden structure, which determines one
of the compositional principles of the entire project.

PNG architectes

Atelier Julien Boidot

Emilien Robin

Ateliers des Cairns

La Manufacture de I’Ordinaire
Atelier 17c architectes

Atelier AMASA

ARREA

KAL A Doi: 10.30682/aa2412n




Opening picture
Bohinj Kindergarten,
ARREA + KAL A,
Bohinjska Bistrica,
Slovenia, 2023
(photo Luis Diaz
Diaz).

Fig. 1

General view of
the South-West
elevation.

Fig. 2

General view of
the North-West
elevation.
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PNG architectes

Halle de
convivialité

Location:
Coublevie, Isére, France

Chronology:
2021-2022

Project category:
Multifunctional

Photos:
png + atelier des cairns

The project was born from the need arising from
the municipality of Coublevie to equip itself with a
versatile space that can be used for different func-
tions: a market area and a place of sociality for as-
sociative events. Being able to work on an existing
building within the municipal park was strategic for
designing a multifunctional space. The actual state
of the building consisted of a series of garages used
as storage areas for equipment; the building had
notable additions in concrete, which altered its orig-

inal morphology. The project started with a meticu-
lous study of the existing wooden carpentry; in this
way, it was possible to carry out restoration opera-
tions on the structure. The project is completed by
creating an extension of the roof aimed at protect-
ing the facade and with four large movable doors
capable of giving flexibility to the space. The add-
ed parts are made of Chartreuse wood (spruce from
the Chartreuse massif) and transparent corrugated
panels to allow light to enter.

1




Fig. 3
Plan with one of the
possible uses.

Fig. 4
External view of the
opening fagade.

Fig. 5
Detail of the opening
fagade.
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Fig. 1
External view from
East.

Fig. 2

External view of
one of the buildings’
courtyards.
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PNG architectes + Atelier Julien Boidot +
Emilien Robin + Ateliers des Cairns

Equipements de
Service Public

Location:
Neuvecelle, Haute-Savoie, France

Chronology:
2016-2021

Project category:
Multifunctional

Photos:
png + Clément Guillaume

The design for the site along Avenue de Milly pro-
poses a dense and diverse distribution of buildings
to maximize the use of the existing land. The differ-
ent buildings within the lot are arranged to occupy it
entirely, favouring multiple accesses from each street.
This approach contributes to better integration with
the surrounding urban environment. Although de-
veloping cohesively, the structures present variations
in the roofs, facades, and openings, responding to the
need for privacy and functionality. The positioning
of the functions considers the relationships with the

i

neighborhood and the surrounding streets, with dis-
tinct entrances for each structure. Therefore, a gym,
alibrary, a community centre and a linear garden re-
define the main road’s edge and connect the lot to the
community. Existing school buildings are enhanced
through respectful transformations, aiming to reuse
spaces without creating a patchwork effect. This dia-
logue with the past occurs through analogy and con-
trast for a harmonious and functional result. In this
case, wood technology is used for new constructions
and interventions on existing school buildings.
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Fig. 3
Ground floor plan.

Fig. 4
Perspective cross
section.

Fig. 5
Internal view of the
gymnasium.




Fig. 1

Detailed external
view of the roof
structure.

Fig. 2
External view from
the street.
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La Manufacture de
1’Ordinaire

Ecole technique
du bois

Location:
Cormaranche-en-Bugey, Ain, France

Chronology:
2022

Project category:
Education

Photos:
LMO

The Technical School of Wood seizes the opportu-
nity for expansion by offering a new identity. From
a functional point of view, the project is divided
into two very distinct areas: the theoretical teaching
spaces on the north side and the practical teaching
spaces on the south.

Without artifice, the project highlights natural and
biological resources and local know-how. The con-
struction timber comes from nearby spruce for-
ests, sawn and cut by students of the woodworking
school, run by an active local company. The build-
ing, located in the Bugey massif, evokes the Haute-

ville stone, once used to build the city of Lyon, in
a raw and expressive realization of the attachment
to the ground and, at the same time, to raising the
building. On the ground floor, the base express-
es minerality through the dialogue between the
light concrete and the Altavilla stone. The wood-
en building uses different wood species: when it
is protected, local spruce is used, the vertical ele-
ments on the facade are in Douglas fir, while the
horizontal ones are in chestnut. From a thermal
point of view, a pellet boiler powers the building
and a wood dryer.
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Fig. 3
External view of the
South-West fagade.

Fig. 4
Cross section.
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Fig. 1
External view from
South-East.

Fig. 2
External view of the
West elevation.
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Atelier 17c architectes

OkoFen France
Head Offices

Location:
Saint-Baldoph, Savoie, France

Chronology:
2022

Project category:
Office

Photos:
Charly Broyez

The new headquarters of OkoFen France is situat-
ed on the edge of a natural and protected area, oc-
cupying the last developable plot in an old business
district. The represents a shift in business building
design, integrating social, environmental, and land-
scape values while providing an efficient workspace.
Considerable attention has been devoted to the de-
sign of the spaces, focusing on efficiency, cost-ef-
fectiveness, and simplicity. The headquarters aims
to serve as an efficient and comfortable workspace
year-round, fostering collaboration among employ-
ees and reflecting the company’s identity within its

-yl A
I |||||;1.I1|||||||| m"ﬂ“h M

community. As a key player in the French wood in-
dustry, OkoFen prioritized the use of French sol-
id wood in the project. The design of OkoFen’s
headquarters aligns with the company’s values as
a manufacturer of boilers utilizing wood industry
residues. Materials were selected for their ecologi-
cal neutrality and low carbon footprint, with solid
wood structures for floors and walls. The emphasis
was on functional efficiency, durability, and creat-
ing interior atmospheres conducive to high-quali-
ty work. In 2022 the project won the international
“Clonstructive Alps” award.
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Fig. 1
Cross section.

Fig. 2
General view of the
context.
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Atelier AMASA

House CLTO1 -
Les Marquises

Location:
Barcelonette, Alpes-de-Haute-Provence, France

Chronology:
2023

Project category:
Housing

Photos:
Atelier AMASA

The project is rooted in the gap left by an old wood-
land path between two clusters of trees that the de-
signers proposed to preserve. Laid against the trees
that delimit the terrain to the North, the volume of
the house — composed of the stacking of 39 CLT
panels — extends the southern facade and weaves a
close link with the natural elements at the centre of
the lot, guaranteeing the remaining land as a gar-
den. From the west, a linear sequence of contiguous
spaces (vestibule, distribution, garden) distributes
circulation towards the east on the ground floor.
The flow and the gaze cross the ground level in its

length and guide us towards the garden room locat-
ed in the southeast corner, whose generous volume
opens widely towards the outside. To the northeast,
two bedrooms and a bathroom open onto the forest
where the morning light filters.

The distribution of a functional program artic-
ulated in a limited surface guides the search for
compactness and the suppression of circulation
in favour of habitable transition spaces. The spi-
ral staircase, in addition to placing the public pro-
gram on the first level, responds to the client’s de-
sire for a cabin house.
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External view of the

North




Fig. 1
External view of the
East fagade.

Fig. 2
General view of the
buildings.

Fig. 3
Cross sections.

Fig. 4
Axonometric view of
the project.

Fig. 5
External view of the
summer classroom.

Fig. 6
External view of the
entrance.

Fig.7

Internal view of the
vertical connection
system.
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ARREA + KALA

Bohinj
Kindergarten

Location:
Bohinjska Bistrica, Slovenia

Chronology:
2023

Project category:
Education

Photos:
Luis Diaz Diaz

The kindergarten in Bohinjska Bistrica is located on
the outskirts of the largest settlement in the Bohinj
Valley, Slovenia. It is situated on its urban bounda-
ry, next to the Dr. Janez Mencinger primary school
building and the Church of St. Nicholas. The new
building and its surroundings have been designed in
response to the programmatic and spatial challenge
of how to provide spaces for social interaction and
accessible choices for children. The project is organ-
ized around a succession of interconnected techni-
cal cores while being conceived as a continuous play-
ground that integrates indoor and outdoor spaces.
The buildings gradually reduce their size. The enor-

i

ol it
L

mous two-story volume is located to the west, close
to the city and similar in scale and proportion to the
school nearby. Meanwhile, the complex decreas-
es to the east, reaching its closest proximity to na-
ture and the rural environment at the eastern end,
which opens fully to the landscape. The construc-
tion takes the great local Slovenian tradition of tim-
ber construction as an example, with the hayrack as
its most representative structure. The same strategy
1s followed 1n all three buildings: three high longitu-
dinal beams that collaborate with structural fram-
ing sections to support the roof. The facade cladding
in larch provides a high natural resistance to decay.
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